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fit, according to the intent of this law; and if the said
hundred shall not be thought to the said justices able
and fit to relieve the said several parishes not able to
provide for themselves as aforesaid, then the justices of
peace at their general quarter-sessions, or the greater
number of them, shall rate and assess as aforesaid any
other of other parishes or out of any parish within the
said county for the purposes aforesaid, as in their dis-
cretion shall seem fit." So, too, " the parents or chil-
dren of every poor, old, blind, lame, and impotent
person or other person not able to work, being of
sufficient ability, shall at th6ir own charges relieve
and maintain every such poor person in that manner
and according to that rate as by the justices of peace
of that county where such sufficient persons dwell, or
the greater number of them, at their general quarter-
sessions shall be assessed."

Distress might be levied on any one refusing to
"contribute as he shall be assessed," and imprison-
ment was only to be inflicted in default of distress,
which shows that the idea of alms was being lost.
But even now the poor-rate was kept quite separate
from other rates imposed by the same act with much
the same purpose. The act provides that for the
relief of prisoners in the King's Bench and Marshal-
sea, and also of the poor in hospitals and almshouses,
the justices in session are to rate every parish " to
such weekly sum of money as they shall think con-
venient, so as no parish be rated "above the sum of
6d. nor under the sum of a halfpenny weekly to bo
paid, and so as the total sum of such taxation of tho
parishes in every county amount not above the rate
of 2d. for every parish in the said county," and these